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From The Principal

December 2009

Dear Parents,

| would like to start this letter with an acknowledgement to the life and work of Julie Veron, until
recently the Head of Acorn House, who very sadly passed away last Friday. As we all know, Julie
played a seminal role in the development of Acorn House into the highly successful and
exceptionally well-regarded part of the school it is today. | know that the thoughts of all members
of the College community will be with Chris, Nicola, Jonathan and baby Jack at this difficult time
through the Christmas period and into the New Year.

In the first assembly of term | requested four things of the pupils. | asked them to work as hard as
they could, get involved in all College has to offer, be proud of the school and finally, to be happy. |
want to say a little more about pride in this letter.

| have personally felt extremely proud of the school on a number of occasions this term, most
recently during a trio of wonderful Carol Services and the Acorn House nativity play. Before these,
we enjoyed a magnificent (and sold-out) production of Macbeth with stunning performances by
the whole cast and especially Jack Heywood in the lead role, plus a splendid Winter Concert, with
the choir and orchestra in particularly fine fettle. Earlier still, there were moving and well-
observed Remembrance services in College for all pupils with Combined Cadets Force volunteers
also representing the school during the Sunday parade in superlative fashion. Not only have |
been impressed with the quality of such events but also the levels of participation; 54 boys in the
choir, 78 pupils involved in Macbeth and 180 boys currently in the CCF show such enriching
activities are central to the education we provide.

There have also been a number of outstanding successes and achievements involving College
teams and individuals this term, spread broadly across the sporting, extra-curricular and academic
spheres. | know it is often the case that pupils feel greatest pride for their school during such
activities and rightly so. These boys have brought great honour and credit to College and, in many
cases Guernsey, and | am delighted to mark the very best of such achievements on the Principal’s
List enclosed. What a remarkably long and varied list it is!

One of the reasons | was attracted to this school was the fact that the staff, both teaching and
non-teaching across the whole foundation, seemed so very proud of College and what it stands for
on the island. | am blessed with a marvellous community of staff; well-qualified, enthusiastic and
hard-working. The staff, of course, also take great pride in the achievements of the pupils; that is
why most of us entered the profession in the first place! | also feel strongly that they should be
proud of what they have achieved themselves and that is why, for instance, | have encouraged the
teachers to wear their academic gowns to our weekly assemblies.



| hope that, as parents, you are also proud of the school and your sons’ and daughters’ lives within
it. This is clearly very important, in that your support of the school’s aims and values is essential to
the effective and wholesome education of your children. As is the case in all schools, | am sure
there are some of you who believe we could do certain things better and as a relative newcomer, |
am keen to hear your thoughts on this. Parents of Year 7 and Year 12 pupils will find a
guestionnaire enclosed to help us with this process, though any further feedback from other
parents would be very much appreciated. One particular matter, on which | would value your
opinion, is the prospect of us moving to a two-week October half-term from 2011. In the
meantime, | have also enclosed next year’s confirmed term dates for your information, along with
a reminder of our policy on pupil attendance during term time. The only minor alteration to next
year’s dates is that the Michaelmas half-term for the Upper School (Yrs 7-13) will start at 12.30pm
on Friday 22™ October. This is to allow a deservedly fuller celebration of the school’s long and
distinguished history in the form of a Foundress’ Day, including a service in Town Church.

And so back to the pupils. Whilst | know many have a genuine sense of pride in the school, not
least in the representative context | have mentioned above, | do feel that some could be a little
prouder of themselves in the day-to-day life of College. Having read through all the Upper School
reports over the last two weeks, it is clear that the great majority of pupils are working as hard as
we expect, though, to coin one of the great report clichés, there is certainly ‘room for
improvement in certain quarters’. The conduct and behaviour of our pupils both in class and out
are also, for the main part, exemplary, although again there are occasional shortfalls. And whilst |
can honestly say that the presentational standards of our pupils is generally very high compared to
many other equivalent schools on the mainland, there are some pupils for whom doing their ties
up, keeping their hair tidy and wearing their trousers properly, for instance, seem to present a
ongoing challenge. Full adherence to dress codes is not the most important thing in a school, but
that does not make it unimportant. With our excellent reputation in the local community in mind,
it is just as important, of course, for pupils to be well-mannered and look smart when they leave
the school gates and are coming to and from school.

It is very much down to the school itself to engender pupil pride in the College and to reinforce our
high expectations of work, conduct and dress. We cannot do this without your support, however,
and your ensuring our pupils have time set properly aside for homework, your reiteration of our
shared values when things go awry and your purchasing of shirts with collars that can be done up
(1) are examples of how we can work together to produce the conscientious, courteous and smart
young people that is the raison d’étre of the Elizabeth College ethos.

As the Christmas break draws near, | have to say that fatigue is creeping up on me, though | also
feel totally energised by the experience of my first term here, with all that has happened and all
that has been achieved. Do please try to make sure that your sons and daughters have the
relaxing, happy and reflective break that | am now looking forward to. In the meantime, both
personally and on behalf of Elizabeth College, | wish you all a very merry Christmas and a
wonderful New Year.

Yours sincerely,

George Hartley



Michaelmas Term 2010

Term Starts (Year 7 Induction)
Term Starts (all other pupils)
Half Term

Term Ends

Lent Term 2011
Term starts
Half Term

Term Ends

Trinity Term 2011
Term starts

Bank Holiday
Liberation Day

Bank Holiday/Half Term
Term Ends

Term Dates 2010-11

Wednesday 1% September

Thursday 2" September

12.30pm Friday 22" to Friday 29" October
12.30pm Wednesday 15" December

Wednesday 5" January
Friday 18" to Friday 25" February inclusive
12.30pm Friday 8™ April

Wednesday 27" April
Monday 2" May
Monday 9" May
Monday 30" May
12.30pm Friday 8™ July

School Attendance Policy

Pupils are expected to attend all sessions of College unless they are unwell. For close family events,
such as weddings, a day off will be authorised. Occasionally off island travel for such functions
requires more than one day’s absence to be authorised. Letters requesting such absences should be
addressed to the Principal. Requests for absence for holidays are granted only in the most
exceptional circumstances. Where pupils are away from College for the purposes of a holiday the
absence will be recorded as “unauthorised.”

LOST PROPERTY

There is an immense pile of lost property currently being held in school. Pupils have been asked to
collect their lost items on a number of occasions this term. Remaining lost property will be
available for collection from the entrance area to College Hall from 9am until 5pm daily from 17
to 22" December. Please note that the reclamation of lost property from next term will incur a fee
of £1 per item (to go to a local charity).

Il n the meanti me, pl ease ensur e t hadandgpledse
remind them to look after their possessions in school.
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Principal

Charlie Couture (Yr 11) won a Silver medal in the National Field Archery Championships.

Callum Trebert (Yr 9, shot), Christian Georcelin (L6th, high jump), Benjamin Fiore (L6th, javelin),
Nicholas Roussel (Yr 10, hammer & shot) won Gold medals in the Athletics Inter-Insulars.

Elizabeth College Year 7&8 Cross Country A and B teams came 1° and 2" in the Island Schools
Competition.

Elizabeth College Year 7 Football team are the Guernsey 5-a-side champions.
Elizabeth College Year 8 Football team are the Guernsey schools league winners.

Elizabeth College Year 9 Football team are in the final of the Sigma cup (Guernsey schools U14
cup).

Elizabeth College 1* XI Football team were the highest placed (3rd) Guernsey school in their
league.

Adam Clark (L6th) has been selected for the England U18 hockey squad.

Andrew Clark (Yr 10) and Callum Chapman-Page (Yr 9) have been selected for England U15
Hockey High Performance Camps.

Nicholas Robilliard (Yr 11) represented the Wessex Leopards U16 in England Hockey’s Futures
Cup.

Jonathan Branch and Michael Creber (2009 leavers) have been selected in the Great Britain U19
Shooting VIl to tour South Africa at Easter.

James Jurkiewicz (Senior Prefect, U6th) and Joshua Lewis (L6th) reached the finals in the National
Swimming Championships.

Sam Crosby (Yr 9) has been selected for the Great Britain Optimist Development Squad (sailing).

Henry Wallis, James Cottam and Joseph Trenchard won the Guernsey Schools’ Team Foil
Championships.

Elizabeth College Senior Fencing A and B teams won the Royal Navy Knockout Tournament.
Harry Parfitt (Yr 7) is the Guernsey U12 Surfing Champion.

James Reilly, Myles Finnerty, Matthew Pentland, Ben Green, Tom Offen, Adam Garrard and
Toby Wright (all Yr 10) have received their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award.

Ben Dewsnip (L6th) has received his Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award.
Max Barber (L6th) won the Lieutenant-Governor’s Cadet of the Year (CCF).

Sam Frank and Henry Wallis (both L6th) were joint winners of the Collas Day Moot Competition.
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Stewart Hume (U6th) reached the final of the Institute of Directors Management Shadowing
Scheme.

Our Year 7 library group won the Write Path (global short-story writing) Competition.

Rob Sinnerton, Callum McCutcheon, Dominic Rowe and William Steele-Moore (all U6th) won the
De Putron Quiz Competition.

Thomas Dorey (U6") and Henry Wallis (L6™), together with two Ladies College girls, won the
Channel Islands’ Round of the UK Senior Mathematics Challenge.

James Robson (U6™) won the Institute of Directors Debate blog competition.

Adrian Aplin and William Dovey (both L6th) have been selected for British Schools Exploring
Society Expeditions this summer to Spitzbergen and the Himalayas respectively.

GJ Hartley

December 2009



