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Minutes of the Meeting on 13/5/08
· Introduction: 

Josh welcomed the representatives, and introduced the Senior Team for next year, which will consist of Oliver Collas as Senior Prefect, and Hywel Robinson and Harry Miller as Second Senior Prefects. Josh also welcomed the new Common Room representative for this term- Mrs. Dudley.
· Absences – David Wilkinson, James Jurkiewicz, William Rix, Joe Le Page.
Items Discussed:

Charities:
Following on from Josh’s request last meeting that representatives go back to their years and concentrate upon a specific issue, the Year 7 and Year 9 representatives conveyed the opinions of their respective years that a Charities Day would be well supported, monetarily and in participation. They also agreed that an ice cream van in the College Car Park would be a good way to generate revenue for a selected charity.

House Activities:
Year 8 representatives suggested the addition of dodgeball, which has already been popular enough in Year 9 to warrant its introduction as a house sport, and tag rugby to the body of house sports which will be implemented into the house competition system next year. With regard to drama and music competitions, Year 9 were less enthusiastic, but in Year 8 they would remain viable, according to representatives. This suggested a need next year to take into account the Year’s willingness to take part in a suggested activity before it would be organised. An inter-year quiz tournament was also suggested by Year 8 representatives. Hywel Robinson emphasised the requirement for house activities to not focus entirely upon sports, and suggested a points system of 4 points for the winning House of an activity to 1 point for the last place House, with a cumulative score at the end of the year counting towards a House trophy. He foresaw the improvement of House spirit as a result of this initiative and an increase in good relations between the upper years and the lower years. This will be his area of development next year as Head Prefect of the Houses system.
School Council Drop-In:
It was agreed that regular opportunities should be made for students to meet with a member of the School Council to discuss their suggestions for improving the school. As a result, a School Council drop-in session will take place every few weeks, in the main hall, during the second part of lunch. The first such session will take place on the 22nd May and will involve Tom Miller, Secretary to the School Council, Jeremy Osborne, Tony Paluch and Ollie Orton. All are welcome to attend, and will have the opportunity to discuss any issue relevant to the School Council’s work. A prize will be available for the student who comes up with the best suggestion for the School Council. The opportunity to provide School Council updates to the entire school was also highlighted, contingent upon the approval of Dr. Argent.
Facilities:
It was put forward by Year 9 representatives that the state of the toilets in the Ozanne department is unacceptable. Mr. Morris suggested that representatives monitor the situation while the senior team ask the bursar for directives upon who to relay information about cleanliness to.

Prefect Privileges:

With the replacement of the old, striped, Prefect ties with the universal college-crested College prefect ties, Upper Sixth representatives suggested the implementation of another way to identify a College Prefect. Amongst many suggestions were cuff-links, waistcoats, ties or blazers which would be coloured or designed to distinguish between non-Year Prefects and Year Prefects. A well-supported idea, given the individuality allowed in the Sixth-Form currently, was the option to wear any of these items of clothing, designed for the College Prefects. Further investigation will be made by sixth-form representatives. Another means of identification will be on offer next year by having photographs of Prefects along with their names and positions displayed in the main hall.
Further to identification of Prefects, the issue of Prefect privileges was put forward. Mr. Morris informed the Council that his efforts to provide the senior Prefects with car parking places in the College car park failed due to opposition from members of staff. Another suggestion, to be investigated by the Vice-Principal, was that Prefects be provided with free access to the Staff Room, facilitating relationships with teachers. Further to this, the notion of having the Senior Prefect sit in on Pastoral Board meetings and perhaps on Directors’ Board meetings was made, and will be debated at a later date.

Housepoints:

A lengthy discussion took place regarding house points and their effectiveness in encouraging pupils, especially higher up the school. The current system of merit stickers was reported to be working well in Years 7 to 9, but it falls apart upon arrival into Year 10, and something should replace the gap, according to Year 10 representatives, especially as commendations are not widely awarded. A house points system could replace or complement the merit stickers scheme, and provide a team ethic to working hard for oneself and for one’s house. Mr. Morris agreed to draw up a pilot scheme to be run in Year 10 and 11 next year in order to ascertain its viability.
Homework Room:
Common Room representative Mrs. Dudley asked the Council’s opinion upon homework during lunch and break-time, and asked if representatives felt that a supervised room needed to be set aside each lunch-time and break-time for those who wanted to work in a quiet environment. Representatives pointed out that the Manchester Room and library already exist for such a purpose, but that they would consult their Year Groups.
· Closing Remarks: 

Josh thanked everyone for coming, and Mr. Morris proposed a vote of thanks for the leadership shown by Josh, Tom and Ben as the Senior Team of School Council, wishing them luck in the future.






Tom Miller
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